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PART I:  Programme Summary, Objectives, Delivery  

 

1.  THE DIASPORAS, MIGRATION AND IDENTITIES PROGRAMME : OBJECTIVES AND 

HISTORY   

1.1 Introduction and objectives  

óDiasporas, Migration and Identitiesô was launched soon after the Arts and Humanities 

Research Council acquired its royal charter  in 2005 .1  The result of extensive academic and 

wider public consultation, it was the first autonomous strategic research programme funded 

by the new Council. 2  With a n investment of over £6 million , it began in January 2005 and 

came to an end in May 2010. 3   

Buil ding  on earlier work within the social sciences, the research aim  was set out in the 

Programme Specification  as follows .4   

The challenge for an arts and humanities research programme on diasporas, 

migration and identities is to develop our historical and cultural knowledge about 

these endemic processes and how they are practised and represented, and to 

break new ground in how we study, theorise and model them. 5 

With AHRCôs strategic focus being to invest in areas ówhere there is a sense of intellectual 

urgency and where a concentrated stream of funding may be needed in orde r rapidly to 

advance the fieldô, i t sought  to develop arts and humanities research on the cultur es and 

histories  associated with diaspor ic movements and communities , and with migration and 

identities. 6  Such aspects ï whether relating to traditions, languages, religions, literature, 

material culture, the visu al or performing arts ï had  often been neglected in public 

discourse in the UK whic h had  focus ed almost exclusively  on the perceived problems of 

migration  vis -à-vis national security, commu nity order and cohesion, racism and social 

exclusion .  Given the  fear and ignorance about these issues  and a general lack of 

understanding about other people , it was expected that h igh quality , well disseminated 

research on diasporas, migration and identities would  stimulate the public imagination and 

enhance  public knowledge .  It would  contribute to seeing  diasporas, migration and identities  

                                                 
1
 The launch event took place at the Museum of Immigration and Diversity, 19 Princelet Street, Spitalfields, 

London, 21 April 2005. 
2
 Two cross-council programmes were in progress, funded by AHRB (as it then was) with ESRC (Cultures of 

Consumption, 2002-08) and EPSRC (Designing for the 21
st
 Century, 2005-09).  AHRB had also funded a 

programme on research practice and methods, ICT in Arts and Humanities Research, 2003-08.  
3
 The initial investment of £4mil was uplifted to £5.5mil to accommodate full economic costing from September 

2005.  As a result of the large numbers of applications submitted, funding was further increased when research 

projects were commissioned in 2005 and 2006. The total investment (of over £6.2mil) comprised £320,000 for small 

grants, networks and workshops (commissioned in 2005), £5,227,009 for large grants, plus associated studentships 

worth £196,767 (commissioned in 2006), and £479,856 to Knott for programme direction (uplifted from an initial 

grant of £418,000).   
4
 ESRC had funded a strategic social science programme on Transnational Communities, 1997-2003, and had a 

related programme ongoing in 2005, Identities and Social Action, 2004-08.  
5
 Knott, Kim, AHRC Diasporas, Migration and Identities: Programme Specification, 2005, p. 2. 

http://www.diasporas.ac.uk/assets/programme%20specification.pdf. 
6
 AHRC strategic research programmes, www.ahrc.ac.uk (2005). 

http://www.diasporas.ac.uk/assets/programme%20specification.pdf
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/
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as dynamic opportunities that enhance the nationôs history and culture, and not merely  as 

difficult social problems.  

To this end, research on these issues needed to draw on the insights of scholars from all 

arts and humanities disciplines, and to make room for interdisciplinary engagement and 

cross - fertilisation from the social sciences.  Above all it needed to encourage collaboration 

with , as well as dissemination among,  non -academic partners  in public bodies , the cultural 

sector, in voluntary and community organisations, and  in think tanks and policy units.  

The consultation process had revealed that there was an immense appetite for a 

programme of research on diasporas, migration and identities, and that there were diverse 

views about what should be included. 7  There was recognition of the importance of 

contemporary UK -based research, but also of comparative and historical research ï 

interesting in its own right but also vital for contextualising and engaging contemporary 

issues with the past and with other national and global developments.  Special pleas were 

made for practise - led research, for the importance of theoretical as well as empirical 

analysis , and for  research on languages and linguistic developments, and emotion, 

subjectivity and performance.  

The o bjectives  of the programme, as laid out in the Specification , reflected these concerns.  

They were,  

1.  To stimulate high quality research on diasporas, migration and identities across the 

arts and humanities which will both draw upon a wide range of disciplinary resources 

and skills, and encourage interdisciplinary collaboration in and beyond the academy;  

 

2.  To make a distinctive contribution to the theoretical, conceptu al, thematic, practice -

led and empirical study of diasporas, migration and identities by focusing on 

cultural, historical and linguistic perspectives and creative practice;  

 

3.  To develop a body of theory, methods and cases to enable a comparative analysis of  

diasporas, migration and their associated identities to be undertaken;  

 

4.  To facilitate connection, communication and exchange ï at both programme and 

project level ï between researchers and a wide range of individuals and 

organisations who have an interest  in their research and its outcomes, including 

those in the cultural sector, media, government, public and voluntary bodies, and to 

contribute to the development of public policy;  

 

5.  To contribute to public awareness of arts and humanities research on diasporas, 

migration and identities;  

 

6.  To generate research findings and outcomes of international significance and quality, 

to disseminate these to an international research audience, and to develop networks 

of researchers in and beyond the UK;  

                                                 
7
 In its consultation process AHRC invited views from members of a pre-programme Working Group and from 

AHRC research committee and research panels. It consulted invited external experts, and participants of four pre-

programme seminars held in November and December 2004 in Bristol, Liverpool, Edinburgh and London. 
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7.  To develop  new connections and approaches that may become embedded in the 

research agenda and resources of the arts and humanities, and may be built on in 

future applications to AHRC for funding in responsive mode.  

 

These objectives were indicative of th e priorities  of  the programme and of the relationships 

and connections thought to be necessary for its success.   The stress on non -academic 

exchange and collaboration and on policy intervention differentiated the programme ï as a 

strategic investment ï from the majori ty of AHRCôs óresponsive modeô awards.  What linked 

them was the focus on high quality, internationally significant research.  In the 

commissioning process, applications would be reviewed, graded and awarded on the same 

basis as those submitted in open com petition, but with additional attention given to 

applicantsô proposals for outreach and impact.8   

 

Additional generic succes s criteria (GSC) for the programme were  also identified , as 

follows: 9 

 

1.  Ensuring programme coherence  

2.  Networking and engaging with other national and international programmes  

3.  Engaging with scholars in addition to those in receipt of awards  

4.  Supporting and developing early careers scholars  

5.  Developing as appropriate research and project management skills at all levels (PG, 

RA, PI and Co - I)  

6.  Maximising award holdersô participation in the programme. 

 

The extent to which the programmeôs objectives and success criteria have been met has 

been addressed in annual reports prepared by the director.  They are considered further in 

Part II . 

 

1.2 Pro gramme history: structure, themes and areas of activity  

óDiasporas, Migration and Identitiesô was conceived as a five-year strategic programme 

comprising small and large research projects, networks and workshops, monitored and 

overseen by a director with t he help of an administrator. 10   It was expected that events 

would be held for award holders as well as for other academics, postgraduates and 

stakeholders with an interest in the field.  Commissioning would take place in 2005 -06, with 

projects then running for various durations through to the end of the programme.  In the 

final year an international academic conference and a showcase event for stakeholders 

would be held.  

As a result of views expressed during  the consultation  process , the following provisos were 

made in the Programme Specification  about  the conceptualisation of diasporas, migration 

and identities and how they would be understood within the programme.  

                                                 
8
 The commissioning process for Diasporas, Migration and Identities predated the introduction, in 2009, of impact 

statements for all AHRC grant applications. 
9
 These were identified by AHRCôs Evaluation Team in developing an evaluation framework for óDiasporas, 

Migration and Identitiesô that would enable it to be reviewed and assessed after its completion. 
10

 See Knott, Programme Specification for further details. 
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These concepts are contested ones for which many definitions have been 

offered.  They indicate social and cultural processes involving the movement of 

people, ideas and things, the effects of such movement on the formation of 

subjectivities, identities, an d connections, and on representations of past places 

and people, of journeying and settling, of border crossings and new possibilities.   

 

These terms provide both a canopy and a starting point for research, but they 

are open to criticism and negotiation, and may be discarded for more fruitful or 

historically relevant terms.  óDiasporasô and ómigrationô may be treated singly or 

together, but óidentitiesô must be treated in engagement with one or both of 

these.  The term ómigrationô is taken to include voluntary, economic and coerced 

modes, as well as post -migration settlement.  Although the concept of ódiasporaô 

normally implies a preceding process of migration, interesting questions emerge 

in the contemporary global context about the possibility of non -migr ant 

diasporas.  New research directions which build on the study of mobility and 

movement, hospitality and contact zones, translation, cosmopolitanism, 

creolization, and subjectivity, to name just a few recent developments, are 

welcomed. 11  

 

This open approa ch was mirrored in the choice of research themes.  Given that arts and 

humanities research on diasporas, migration and identities was relatively under -developed 

and disparate at the programmeôs outset, it was deemed inappropriate to focus on specific 

quest ions or issues, and important  to encourage wide - ranging research in order to build 

intellectual and scholarly capacity and to stimulate new academic and non -academic 

collaborations.  Six themes were identified as broad operational categories for defining t he 

cultural, historical and linguistic field of research on diasporas, migration and identities:  

 

 migration, settlement and di aspora: modes, stages and forms   

 representa tion, performance and discourse  

 languages and linguistic change  

 sub jectivity, emotion and identity   

 objects, practices and places  

 beliefs, values and laws.  

 

These were developed in the Programme Specification with suggested topics and research 

questions offered. 12   Those responding to calls for  funding within the programme were 

asked to identify which of the theme s they would work on  in their research  (see 4.1.1 ) .   

Diasporas, Migration and Identities was planned as a five - year programme, with calls for 

proposals  in association with its various schemes envisaged in year 1 , and with all projects 

beginning before the end of year 2 and closing  at or before the end of the programme 

(initially 31/12/09, later extended to 31/5/10).   Three funding schemes were announced :  

 workshop and network grants (one  year, up to £10,000, and two years, up to 

£20,000 , pre - full economic costing ) , call in May/June 2005 ;   

                                                 
11

 Knott, Programme Specification, p. 4. 
12

 Ibid, pp. 11-17. 
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 small research grants (one year duration, from £1,000 to £10,000 , pre - fEC) , call in 

May/June 2005 ;  

 large research grants (up to three years duration , up  to £500,000 ) , call in 

October/November 2005 . 

 

A commissioning panel was established in mid -2005 (and modified for the second call). 

(Annex A)  

 

The workshop and networking scheme funded  successful applicants to run either  a series of 

workshops or  a network in order  to share ideas, to develop collaborative proposals or 

publications, and to support engagement between scholars in the UK and beyond, and 

between scholars and other stakeholders. Fifty - four  applications were received;  f ive 

workshops  and nine networks were funded, an increase on the ten originally envisaged  

(27% success rate ).  The aim of the small research grant scheme was to  fund experimental 

initiatives, temporary research assistance, and support for individual scholars with travel 

cost s, and access to collections, libraries etc.  Seventy eligible applications were received 

and t wenty awards made, double the number originally envisaged  (29% success rate) .  

Commissioned before the introduction of full economic costing, the total cost of  these two 

schemes was  £320,000. 13  All networks, workshops and small grants began in 2006.  

 

The large research grant scheme funded collaborative  projects with a duration of between 

one and three years.  Applications were  encouraged from early career  as well  as established 

senior scholars, and from those wishing to undertake small scale innovative or shorter 

projects as well as larger scale and more costly ones.  Applicants for three -year grants were 

able  to propose a single studentship in association with th eir  project.  The competition was  

conducted in two stages , an outline phase, followed by a request for full applications from 

short - listed candidates. 14   157 eligible applications were received by AHRC, of which twenty -

five  were short - listed in March 2006.  Individual feedback was given, and full applications 

submitted in May.  Fifteen  projects were commissioned (10% success rate overall).  With 

full economic costing, they totalled £5,227,009. 15   They ranged from eighteen months to 

three years in duration, an d from £228,000 to £496,000 in cost.  Four studentships were 

funded. 16   They began between October 2006 and January 2007.  

 

Full p roject details  can be  found in Annex D .  Information about the gender, age, ethnicity, 

grade  and subject area of Principal Investigators was collated by AHRC  in 2007 , and the 

number of applications and awards by HEI tabulated .  In particular, these show ed that the 

majority of both applicants and award holders was  female.  More than 40% were in th e age 

range 35 -44, with smaller number s in other age ranges.  Although the majority of 

applicants and award holders were óWhiteô (though from a wide variety of white ethnic 

backgrounds) , 18% of applicants and 14% of award holders  were from other ethnic gro ups.  

In terms of large grants, applications were received from principal investigators (PIs) at 73 

different HEIs.  The final 15 successful PIs came from 14 separate HEIs.  

                                                 
13

 Appendix 2, AHRC Annual Review and Accounts 2005-06. 
14

 The full commissioning process was described in Annex 2, Diasporas, Migration and Identities: End of Year 

Report 2006. 
15

 Appendix 2, AHRC Annual Report and Accounts 2006-07. 
16

 One student later withdrew. 
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In addition to commissioned projects, f ive other AHRC projects , funded in responsiv e mode,  

were affiliated  to the programme. 17   Communications with scholars and postgraduates 

working on diasporas, migration and identities outside the programme were maintained 

throughout.  A database of some 700 names and email addresses was developed, and  the 

administrator regularly circulated programme and other relevant information, including 

invitations to open events.  

Such events constituted an important part of the programme.  Following the four open 

consultation seminars held in advance of the start of the programme, further events were 

planned (seminars, conferences), in addition to those designed specifically for award 

holders.  Two postgraduate events were scheduled, as was a final stakeholder presentation.  

As the programme progressed, changes wer e made to the original specification, with a 

different array of events held, primarily as a result of opportunities arising from 

collaboration with other programmes, centres and universities.   Full details of events are 

listed in Fig. 2.1 and Fig 2.3 below . 

A programme website was launched in December 2006, www.diasporas.co.uk , with public 

information about all 49 research projects, programme events, postgraduate activities, 

award holder publications and working pape rs, and, from 2009, findings and achievements.  

It continues to be maintained and updated.  

 

 

  

                                                 
17

 Related AHRC projects, http://www.diasporas.ac.uk/related_research_projects.html.  

http://www.diasporas.co.uk/
http://www.diasporas.ac.uk/related_research_projects.html
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2.  PROGRAMME MANAGEMENT AND DELIVERY  

 

2.1.  The Programme team: roles and contribution s 

 

The director, Professor Kim Knott (University of Leeds), was appointed in September 2004.  

Her half - time contract  (50%)  began in January 2005.  An administrator, Katie Roche, was 

appointed later that year  (also 50%) .  Both remained with the programme until  it ended in 

May 2010.   They worked closely with AHRC programme managers and senior award staff, 18  

and reported annually. 19   The purpose of the Directorôs post was to provide intellectual 

leadership and coherence, to develop and manage the programme, conduct  external 

outreach and build partnerships, support and encourage research excellence, and raise 

academic and public awareness about the programmeôs research and activities.  The 

administratorôs role was to support the director by managing the programme web site, by 

facilitat ing sustainable links with award holders, organising events, overseeing the budget, 

and acting as a hub for the circulation of information about diasporas, migration and 

identities research.  Both undertook training as appropriate during the course of the 

programme and participated in the University of Leeds staff review and development 

scheme.  

The director presented updates on the programme to AHRC Council  (2005) , Research 

Committee  (2006, 2007, 2008) , Postgraduate Committee (2006) and to  a staff workshop  

(2006) , and regularly participated in AHRC away -days for programme directors.  She 

represented the programme, and often AHRC more generally, at various RCUK events, and 

contributed to the development of other research programmes , includin g meeting with 

prospective , new  and established  directors  and collaborating with them in the planning and 

running of joint conferences .20   During the course of the programme she gave 46 

introductions, presentations and keynote lectures on the subject of the  programme and 

related research issues.  She held 14 meetings with external bodies, such as the National 

Archive, the Runnymede Trust, English Heritage and Tate Britain, in which she presented 

the programme and discussed common interests and collaborative possibilities.  She  gave 

seven policy or press briefings. (General Success Criteria (GSC)  1)  

Open events for both academic and external stakeholders with interests in Diasporas, 

Migration and Identities were organised by the director and administrator, often in 

partnership with other research programmes, centres or university teams (Fig. 2.1).  Th ey 

included two international conferences, óEncounters and Intersections: Religion, Diaspora 

and Ethnicitiesô and óDiasporas, Migration and Identities: Crossing Boundaries, New 

Directionsô, and a full day (three sessions) at the Annual Conference of the Institute of 

British Geographers/Royal Geographical Society.  Two events for postgraduates were run, 

                                                 
18

 Between 2005 and 2010 these included Alison Henry, Faye Auty, Kate Dunmow, Anne Sofield, Ian Broadbridge, 

Adam Walker, and Sally Hitch and Simon Glasser. 
19

 Diasporas, Migration and Identities, End of Year Reports, for 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009-10.  Annotated web 

versions are available at http://www.diasporas.ac.uk/publications.htm.  
20

 She was on the working group of what became AHRC/ESRC Religion and Society and participated in several 

meetings during its development (2006), and on the advisory group and later commissioning panel and steering 

committee of ESRC/AHRC/FCO New Security Challenges: óRadicalisationô and Violence ï A Critical Assessment 

(2007-8).  She was consulted and attended early meetings on RCUK Connected Communities (2009).  She was 

commissioned by ESRC in 2008 to prepare a meta-review of its investments in research on religion, ethnicity and 

society.  She spoke on managing a large research programme at a HERA workshop, hosted by NWO (2006). 

http://www.diasporas.ac.uk/publications.htm
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as well as a workshop  for academics and stakeholders on óResearch partnerships and impact 

in the arts and humanitiesô, and the final programme showcase event. (GSC 3, 2)  

Fig. 2.1 Open events organised in association with the programme  

Date  Nature of event and number 

of participants  

Collaborative 

partner/s  

Venue  

December 

2006  

Postgraduate conference on 

Diasporas, Migration and 

Identities (45)  

None  Leeds Humanities 

Research Institute, 

Leeds  

July 2008  International conference: 

óEncounters and Intersections: 

Religion, Diaspora and 

Ethnicities ô (164) 

AHRC/ESRC Religion 

and Society; ESRC 

Identities and Social 

Action  

St Catherineôs 

College, Oxford  

August 

2008  

Double -session at RGS/IGB 

Conference: óDiaspora 

Landscapesô (120) 

AHRC Landscape and 

Environment 

Programme; 

Leverhulme Trust 

Project on Diaspora 

Cities  

Royal Geographical 

Society, London  

December 

2008  

Postgraduate workshop: 

óResearching diasporas and 

religionô (50) 

AHRC/ESRC Religion 

and Society  

Camden Lock, 

London  

June 2009  International conference: 

óDiasporas, migration and 

identities: Crossing boundaries, 

new directionsô (260) 

Centre for Research 

on Nationalism, 

Ethnicity and 

Multiculturalism  

University of 

Surrey, Guildford  

September 

2009  

Workshop: óResearch 

partnerships and impact in the 

arts and humanitiesô, for 

academics and stakeholders 

(57)  

University of Leeds 

(Faculty of Arts, 

PVAC) 

Weetwood 

Conference Centre, 

Leeds  

February 

2010  

Final Diasporas, Migration and 

Identities showcase event, for 

academics and stakeholders 

(98)  

Tate Britain  Clore Gallery and 

Lecture Theatre, 

Tate Britain, 

London  

 

The programme also benefitted from the directorôs own research contribution.  Between 

2005 and 20 10, in the óother halfô of her post (in which she worked for the remaining 50% 

of her time as a Professor of Religious Studies at the University of Leeds), she continued to 
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research and write in the areas of religion, space and place , British  Asian religio us 

communities and identities, and religion and public life.  Although some of her publications 

fell outside the subject remit of the programme (and were thus not counted in its outputs), 

many fell within it.  She published twenty - four articles and two boo ks for academic 

audiences, and three pieces for wid er public consumption .21   As principal or co - investigator 

she submitted seven  UK grant applications  in this period , three of which were directly 

relevant to the programme and all of which were successful. 22   A further successful 

application, to the AHRC/ESRC óReligion and Societyô Programme, was partially relevant.   

She was a participant in two successful international collaborative research grant 

applications. 23   

Fig. 2.2 Delivery of the Programme  

 

 

  

                                                 
21

 They included The Location of Religion: A Spatial Analysis (Equinox 2005), Diasporas: Concepts, Intersections, 

Identities (Zed, 2010, edited with Seán McLoughlin), and articles on óResearching local and national pluralism: 

Britain's new religious landscapeô (book chapter, 2005), óTowards a history and politics of diasporas and migration: 

a grounded spatial approachô (Diasporas, Migration and Identities Working Paper, 2005), The Roots, Practices and 

Consequences of Terrorism: A Literature Review of Research in the Arts & Humanities (research report, 2006, with 

McFadyen, McLoughlin and Francis), óInside, outside and the space in-between: Territories and boundaries in the 

study of religionô (journal article, Temenos, 2008), óBecoming a ñfaith communityò: British Hindus, identity and the 

politics of representationô (Journal of Religion in Europe, 2009), óFrom locality to location and back again: A spatial 

journey in the study of religionô (journal article, Religion, 2009), óReligion, space and geographyô (book chapter, 

2010), óCutting through the postsecular city: A spatial interrogationô (book chapter, 2010). 
22

 The Roots, Practices and Consequences of Terrorism: A literature review of research in the arts and humanities 

(2006), funded by the Home Office (with McFadyen, McLoughlin and Francis); Sikh identity and the formation and 

transmission of ñSikhismò in Britain: Young Sikhs (18-30 yrs) (2008), AHRC Religion and Society Programme, 

Collaborative Doctoral Award (Jasjit Singh, with Bradford Educational and Cultural Association of Sikhs); 

Diasporas, Migration and Identities: Crossing borders, disciplines and boundaries (2010), AHRC Programme 

Director Impact Fellowship. 
23

 European network on the investigation of religious pluralism (2008), NORFACE Capacity Building Programme 

(PI Krech); Religion and Diversity (2009), Canadian Social Science and Humanities Research Council (PI Beaman). 

AHRC

Programme Director and 
Administrator

Small 
Projects

Networks 
and 

Workshops

Programme 
Steering 

Committee

Large 
Projects
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2.2 The Programme Steering Committee  

Delivery of óDiasporas, Migration and Identities ô (DMI) was achieved by the programme 

team with the assistance of AHRC officers and an AHRC -appointed Steering Committee.  

A programme Steering Committee was established early in 2005, its first task being to 

discuss and revise the directorôs initial draft of the Programme Specification .  Its 

membership reflected the disciplinary range of the programme, and included two non -

academic members, an ESRC representative and an interna tional expert.  Additional 

members were identified following the project commissioning process.  It comprised twelve 

members and a chair (Professor Da vid Feldman, Birkbeck) (Annex B ). Terms of reference 

and a timetable of bi -annual meetings were agreed  at its first meeting .  The routine work of 

the Committee including review ing  achie vements and progress, monitoring  the timetable 

and milestones , endorsing drafts of annual programme reports, and discussing potential  

developments, particularly with regard to public engagement, research dissemination, and 

the sustainability of diasporas, migration and identities research beyond the life of the 

programme.   The Committee maintained a focus on programme coherence.  (GSC 1)  

From 2007 members of the Steering Commi ttee were assigned as mentors to large projects, 

and  a role description and template for meetings was drawn up  (Annex B ) .  Funded from 

the central programme budget, this facilitate d direct communication between the 

Committee and projects, and provide d a me chanism for award holders to report on annual 

progress and to comment on communications with the programme team.   

2.3 Problems and issues in delivering the programme  

As DMI was one of the first AHRC programmes much of the work of the Director was 

necessarily ground -breaking and time -consuming (as procedures could not always be pulled 

off the shelf but had to be set up for the first time).  In the early days of the programme, 

the Director was often called on to represent AHRC, particularly in the de velopment of other 

programmes, but also in various public and policy contexts.  Such occasions constituted 

opportunities as much as burdens, but sometimes meant that programme -specific duties 

were displaced in the order of priorities.  

At times, communicati on with project award holders and participants was frustrating, 

though almost always resolved.  Only on three occasions was the programme team unable 

to extract information in time to submit reports.  All award holders responded in good heart 

to requests f or participation in events. 24   There was some disappointment that a planned 

event for project RAs and PGs could not go ahead due to poor response in 2008, but many 

of them were involved in fieldwork at home or abroad.  We were able to accommodate them 

in th e large grant workshop held later that year, as well as in events designed specifically 

for postgraduates.  Minor amendments to project end dates had frequently to be made as a 

result of maternity leave and other staffing changes.  In 2007, one small grant  award holder 

had to withdraw (Kosnick) because she moved to a chair in Germany, and in 2008 one 

project (Brown)  lost its research student  (she decided that postgraduate research was not 

for her and went back to full - time paid employment).  In one further case, political events 

                                                 
24

 A previous ESRC programme director had flagged lack of participation of award holders as his major problem. 
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beyond our control led to a PI (Holt) being evacuated from Lebanon at a time of crisis and 

unable to complete her research visit.  

In the first half of 2009, the Director and one award holder (Eckardt) worked with 

representatives from  English Heritage (EH) to prepare a public seminar on óDiversity and 

Archaeologyô (to be jointly sponsored). When a key staff member left EH later in the year, 

the plans had to be shelved.  

A major concern discussed at meetings of the Steering Committee in 2008 was how best to 

capitalize upon the programmeôs advances and ensure its legacy.  The directorôs role in 

ensuring programme coherence and sustaining research on diasporas, migration and 

identity going forward, the barriers to its  fulfil ment, and the be st methods for achieving it 

were all discussed.  Advice was forthcoming on how best to maintain and make good use of 

the website, on identifying productive means for obtaining information on future 

publications, achievements and impact from award holders, and on ensuring that project 

teams keep their own websites up - to -date.   

The difficulties of capturing the longer - term impacts of a programme like DMI  were noted.  

In particular, committee members urged AHRC to recognize that programme legacy and 

long - term  impact issues needed addressing in the planning stages of programmes and at 

their outset. 25   This had not happened with DMI, it being among the first of AHRCôs strategic 

programmes.  No structures had been put in place and no time or funding earmarked for 

ensuring that the goals of programme coherence and dissemination could be addressed 

once the individual projects had been completed.  In the case of Diasporas, as a result of 

late start dates and project extensions, the majority of the projects would only end at the 

same time as the programme itself, with end -of -award reports due still later.  It was 

recognised that there would be no opportunity for the Director to digest and then 

disseminate the theoretical, conceptual, empirical and practical outcomes of the programme 

as a whole.   

How to get the best out of AHRCôs significant strategic investments was the central issue in 

all these discussions, not just at project level, but at the level of the whole programme.  

This debate was taken forward through AHRC reporting mechanisms and in discussions at 

programme directors away -days, and was satisfactorily concluded with the introduction by 

AHRC in the autumn of 2009 of a Programme Director Impact Fellowship scheme (to which 

the director later successfully applie d).  This was designed to enable directors to capitalize 

on programme investment and to draw on the overall research findings of projects to 

maximize academic and non -academic benefits in publications, events and other outputs as 

appropriate.  

As this case demonstrates, despite frequent personnel changes, relations with AHRC were 

responsive and effective.  The programme benefitted throughout from support from a range 

of staff from awards personnel, through programme managers, to communications and 

evaluation  staff, and heads of research and chief executives.  Their interest in the research, 

enthusiasm for its academic and public potential, and competence in dealing with all aspects 
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 DMI Steering Committee meeting, 12 December 2008.  It was recognised that the production of the programme 

evaluation framework was an important aspect of this but that other legacy issues also needed consideration early on 

in a programme. 
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of the programme process ï from inception, launch and commissioning, to report ing, 

evaluating and closure ï were  deeply appreciated by the director and administrator.  We 

were fortunate  to be part of the early years of AHRC.  For a variety of reasons, over the 

duration of the programme we witnessed considerable change at the Council  ï in terms of 

funding, changing research priorities, periods of uncertainty and insecurity, and the move to 

Swindon.  We worked with three chief executives and five programme managers, though 

our two heads of research and two awards managers offered us mo re stability.  We believe 

that, on our side, the programme and its director and administrator were excellent 

ambassadors for AHRC and arts and humanities research more generally.  

2.4  Liaison with award holders and project teams  (GSC 6)  

Throughout the duration of projects, maintaining good communication s with award holders 

was essential, and regular updates were sent by the director and administrator to keep 

them abreast of whole -programme events and reports as well as individual project 

achievements.  As appropriate, these were also placed on the website.  An annual project 

reporting structure was developed in 2006 and revised in 2007.  Data was collected from 

active award holders at the end of 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009.  Although some aw ard 

holders had to be chased, there were only three defaulters across the four year period, most  

of whom supplied information at a later stage.  Project summaries were appended to the 

programme directorôs end-of - year reports to AHRC in 2006, 2007 and 2008,  and web 

versions were uploaded in 2007 and 2008  to enable a wider audience to access up - to -date 

information on the progress of projects .26   On completion of projects, s ummaries of 

research findings and achievements were agreed by PIs and the programme team  and 

placed on the website in 2009 and 2010. 27   

Progress and/or feedback meetings were held between the director and individual award 

holders or their teams.  Some of these took place at events run by award holders; others 

were organised separately and were  either face - to - face or telephone meetings.  19 

meetings were organised in 2006 with short - listed applicants for large grants, with a further 

8 held with existing award holders.  15 meetings were held in 2007, 15 in 2008, and 16 in 

2009.  In addition, the director attended 5 project presentations in 2007, 20 in 2008 and 19 

in 2009.   These included academic papers, seminar contributions, project conferences and 

workshops and public exhibitions.   

Soon after the award of the first grants, plans were made to host workshops to bring award 

holders together.  Two  one -day  meetings were held in 2006  (small grants, networks and 

workshops)  and two in 2007  (large grants), and a three -day conference for large  grants in 

2008. (A book symposium for contributors, including award holders, to the programme 

publication was also held in 2008.)   

  

                                                 
26

 For networks and workshops in 2007, http://www.diasporas.ac.uk/networksandworkshops.htm, and large grants in 

2007 and 2008, http://www.diasporas.ac.uk/large_research_projects.htm.  
27

 Findings and achievements, http://www.diasporas.ac.uk/research%20findings%20SG.htm. These will be 

completed in 2011. 

http://www.diasporas.ac.uk/networksandworkshops.htm
http://www.diasporas.ac.uk/large_research_projects.htm
http://www.diasporas.ac.uk/research%20findings%20SG.htm
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Fig. 2.3  Programme events for awards holders and other invited participants  

Date  Nature of event and clientele  Venue  

June  2006  One-day workshop for small grant 

award -holders  

Leeds Humanities Research 

Institute, Leeds  

November 2006  One-day workshop for network and 

workshop award -holders  

Leeds Humanities Research 

Institute, Leeds  

June 2007  One-day workshop for large grant 

aw ard -holders  

Leeds Humanities Research 

Institute, Leeds  

November 2007  One-day workshop for large grant and 

network award -holders  

Leeds Humanities Research 

Institute, Leeds  

April 2008  Three -day symposium for contributors 

to the programme book, Diasporas: 

Concepts, Intersections, Identities  

Weetwood Conference 

Centre, Leeds  

November 2008  Two -day conference for large grant 

award -holders and researchers  

Weetwood Conference 

Centre, Leeds  

 

Post -workshop f eedback from participants was extremely positive, and a ttendance very 

good, with all but one small  project represented at one or more of these events.  71  

participants in total attended the one -day meetings  in 2006/2007 .  The residential 

conference was attended by 47  participants (8 large grant PIs, 9 Co - Is, 1 9 RAs, 2 

consultants, 4 doctoral students,  plus three AHRC officers, the director and the 

administrator) .  At this event p roject teams addressed the issue of óNew Directionsô and 

presented the theoretical, methodological and substantive innovations arising  from their 

research.  Workshops on impact and communications were held, led by AHRC staff.  The 

Director led discussions on programme outreach ï focused on research partnerships with 

museums, galleries, public and voluntary bodies ï and forthcoming events .  Informal 

discussion enabled researchers to make new connections, to share ideas and explore future 

collaborations.   

In addition to events they organised themselves, a ward holders also participated actively in 

those  organised by the programme team  (Fig. 2.1 above) .  The international conference , 

óEncounters and Intersections: Religion, Diaspora and Ethnicities ô, held in 2008 in 

collaboration with AHRC/ESRC Religion and Society and ESRC Identities and Social Action 

featured two projects in joint pro gramme plenaries, with a further 13 papers given by award 

holders.  It was followed later that year by three linked sessions on óDiaspora landscapesô at 

the annual IBG/RGS conference during which five presentations were given by award 

holders.  In 2009, 14  project papers were given at the final international conference (held 

jointly with CRONEM), and two at the workshop on óResearch partnerships and impact in the 

arts and humanitiesô in Leeds, with seven other award holders participating in discussions.  

All the programmeôs projects were represented in the final programme showcase event at 
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Tate Britain in 2010  (in the directorôs presentations and in exhibitions and showreels), with 

eight award holders selected to make presentations and two others to contribu te exhibition 

materials.   

In addition to the generous participation of many award holders and project researchers in 

programme activities, they contributed in other ways.  Twenty contributed to the edited 

collection of essays prepared in association with t he programme, Diasporas: Concepts, 

Intersections, Identities  (Knott and McLoughlin, eds) , with some of these attending the book 

symposium held in 2008.  More importantly, they contributed through the success of the 

project events they organised, the public ations, exhibitions and creations they produced 

(which will continue to appear until 2013), the partnerships they forged, and the media 

attention they attracted.  
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3.  PROGRAMME AND P ROJECT HIGHLIGHTS  

 

In the second part of this report, I will look in detail at the achievements of the Diasporas, 

Migration and Identities Programme in respect of its original objectives and success criteria.  

In advance of that I present  some of the highlights of the progra mme and its various 

projects.  The examples of publications, websites, events, resources, collaborations, policy 

and media interventions that follow illustrate the depth and range of research, and the 

many ways in which award holders have sought to dissemi nate their work to both academic 

and public audiences.  Many of these examples  are discussed  in more detail in later 

sections.  

3. 1 Publications  

With some four hundred published academic outputs arising from the programme and its 

forty -nine projects (and others in press and forthcoming), it is impossible to do justice to 

the range and scale of publications in a brief list of highlights  (see 5.1 below) .  At the final 

showcase event, at which I reported as director on programme achievement, I noted just 

thos e books published (and in press) in association with small projects, networks and 

workshops, which included,  

Á Muslim -Jewish Dialogue in a 21st Century world (eds Ansari and Cesarani , 2007 )   

Á Golden (Notes) (Lok , 2007 )   

Á Anthropology, Art  and Cultural Product ion (Svasek , 2007 )  

Á This Sporting Planet  (Woodward and Goldblatt, 2008)  

Á Hidden Gems  (ed, Osborne, 2008)  

Á Embodied Sporting Practices: Regulating Bodies (Woodward , 2009 )  

Á Risorgimento in Exile : Italian Émigrés and the Liberal International in the Post -

Napoleonic Era  (Isabella , 2009 )  

Á Citizenship Acquisition and National Belonging: Migration and Membership in the UK 

and Beyond   (eds Calder, Cole and Seglow , 2009 )  

Á Materialising Exile : Material Culture and Embodied Experience among Karenni 

Refugees in Thailand  (Dudley , 2010 )  

Á Stambeli: Music, Trance  and Alterity in Tunisia  (Jankowsky , 2010 )  

Á European Cinema in Motion: Migrant and Diasporic Cinema in Contemporary Europe  

(eds Berghahn and Sternberg , 2010 )  

Á Artifactual Literacies: Every Object Tells a Story  (Pahl and Rowsell, 2010)  

Á Asylum, Migration and Community  (OôNeill, 2010) 

Á Writing the City in British Asian Diaspora s ( eds McLoughlin, Gould, Kabir and 

Tomalin , in press, 2011 )  

 

With the majority of large projects ending only in 2009/10, most books are currently in 

press or forthcoming.   

The publication of the edited volume, Diasporas: Concepts, Intersections, Identities  (eds 

Knott and McLoughlin, 2010) is a landmark for the programme, containing as it does the 
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contributions of some 20 award holders and researchers as well as a further 30 international 

scholars .28  

 

Other major publication highlights include special issues  of journals, including  the Journal of 

Ethnic and Migration Studies  (Svasek  2010 ) , New Cinemas  (Berghahn  2009 ) , Research in 

Drama and Education  (Gilbert  2008 ) , Historical Journal of Film, Radio and Television  

(Gillespie , Webb and Baumann  2008 ) , Irish Political Studies  (Calder et al , 2007 ) , Viking and 

Medieval Scandinavia  (Jesch , 2009 ),  South Asian Popular Culture  (Iordanova/Berghahn , 

2006 ) , Fashion Theory  (Tulloch , 2010 ) , South Asian Diaspora  (Gillespie  et al , 2010 ) , Res 

Publica : A Journal of Legal and  Social Philosophy  (Calder et al, 200 8),  International Journal 

of Scottish Literature  (Procter /Robinson, 2008 ) , Journal of Visual Culture  (Lok , 2007 ) , The 

Asia Pacific Journal of Anthropology  (Werbner and Johnson , 2010 ) , Journalism: Theory, 

Practice, Criticism  (Baumann, Gillespie  and Sreberny , forthcoming 2011 ) , Crossings: Journal 

of Migration and Culture  (Pearce and OôNeill, forthcoming 2011), New Formations  (Benwell, 

Procter and Robinson, forthcoming 2011) .  

Statistical data on publ icatio ns can be found in Annex E . 

3.2  Websites  

With over twenty websites, in addition to its own ( www.diasporas.ac.uk ), the programme 

has a substantial web presence.  Several sites are of particular significance for the textual 

and audio -visual data they include.  

Comparative Study of Jews and Muslims in Britain, Europe and North America  (Ansari and 

Cesarani): http://www.rhul.ac.uk/History/Research/CSJM06/ .  This  website includes the e -

book arising from workshop meetings held in 2006.  

Migrant and Diasporic Cinema in Contemporary Europe  (Berghahn and Sternberg): 

http://www.migrantcinema.net/ .  This website includes details about the research network 

and its events, as well as a comprehensive listing and description of relevant films and  

associated bibliography.  

Writing British Asian Cities  (McLoughlin, Gould, Kabir and Tomalin): 

http://www.leeds.ac.uk/writingbritishasiancities/ . In addition to information on the events 

held in Bradford, Londonôs East End, Manchester, Leicester and Birmingham, 2006 -08, the 

                                                 
28

 Kim Knott and Seán McLoughlin, eds, Diasporas: Concepts, Intersections, Identities (Zed Books, 2010), 

http://www.zedbooks.co.uk/book.asp?bookdetail=4365  

http://www.diasporas.ac.uk/
http://www.rhul.ac.uk/History/Research/CSJM06/
http://www.migrantcinema.net/
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/writingbritishasiancities/
http://www.zedbooks.co.uk/book.asp?bookdetail=4365
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website includes a resour ces section  on the five cities containing publications, oral history 

interviews, media accounts, photographs and links to other projects on British Asians.  

Making the Connections  (OôNeill and Hubbard): 

http://www.lboro.ac.uk/departments/ss/global_refugees/ . This website includes galleries of 

work by refugee and asylum seeker artists as well as reports on seminars  and an image -

makers sub -group with the artist, John Perivolaris .  

Fashioning Diaspora Space  (Crang, Breward et al): 

http://www.vam.ac.uk/collections/fashion/features/diasporas/britishasianstyle/index.html  

and http://www.vam.ac.uk/collections/fashion/features/diasporas/index.html.   This website 

introduces the collaborative project between researchers at Royal Holloway and the V&A on  

the presence of South Asian clothing textiles in British culture in both colonial (1850s to 

1880s) and post - colonial (1980s to 2000s) times.   The artist blog by Helen Scalway 

(http://www.vam.ac.uk/vastatic/microsites/1750_scalway/blog/ ) provided a visual 

reflection on the themes of the project, culminating in her exhibition at the Royal 

Geographical Society in 2009.  

Tate Encounters: Britishness and Visual Culture : 

http://www.tate.org.uk/research/tateresearch/majorprojects/tate -encounters/  and 

http://process.tateencounters.org/ . These linked we bsites document research undertaken 

by a team  at London South Bank University, Tate Britain and Wimbledon College of A rt 

(Dewdney, Walsh, Dibosa et al )  that studied  relationships between the National Collection of 

British Art, cultural diversity policy and  different modes of spectactorship.   The second of 

the two  sites is an archive,  record ing  the research process in text, photographs, fi lms, 

interviews and discussions, and including five  issues of [E]dition  produced during the 

project.  

The Footsteps Projec t  (Werbner, Johnson et al): http://www.ahrcfootsteps.com/about.html . 

This website discloses óthe rich cultural and religious lives of Filipin as in the diaspora é as 

pilgrims, tourists and cosmopolitan travellers who build identity, community and 

international networks across national borders and cultural boundaries ô.  In addition to 

providing access to articles, it offers a n audio -visual account of diasporic Filip inas in Israel 

and Saudi Arabia in slide -shows, films, photographs and two exhibitions. 29  

 
   

                                                 
29

 Images below from www.diasporas.ac.uk, http://www.leeds.ac.uk/writingbritishasiancities/, 

http://www.ahrcfootsteps.com/, http://www.vam.ac.uk/collections/paintings/moving_patterns/index.html 

http://www.lboro.ac.uk/departments/ss/global_refugees/
http://www.vam.ac.uk/collections/fashion/features/diasporas/britishasianstyle/index.html
http://www.vam.ac.uk/collections/fashion/features/diasporas/index.html
http://www.vam.ac.uk/vastatic/microsites/1750_scalway/blog/
http://www.tate.org.uk/research/tateresearch/majorprojects/tate-encounters/
http://process.tateencounters.org/
http://www.ahrcfootsteps.com/about.html
http://www.diasporas.ac.uk/
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/writingbritishasiancities/
http://www.ahrcfootsteps.com/
http://www.vam.ac.uk/collections/paintings/moving_patterns/index.html
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3.3  Events  

Award holders and researchers contributed to more  than 500 academic events  during the 

course of the programme, and some 60 conferences, workshops and other major scholarly 

meetings were organised directly by project teams  (see 5.2) .  Although most of these were 

for academics, about a quarter of them were open to a wider non -acad emic public with an 

interest in diasporas, migration and identities.  Networks and workshops funded within the 

programme were responsible for the majority with highlights in 2006 and 2007 including,  

 Academic and practitioner workshops organised in associat ion with the Forum for the 

Comparative Study of Jews and Muslims in Britain , Europe and North America (Ansari 

and Cesarani)  

 A series of five workshops on Toleration and the Public Sphere  (Calder, Seglow and 

Cole)  on issues such as freedom of expression, im migration and citizenship, 

multiculturalism, and democracy and difference  

 Three workshops and an international conference which focused on cultural theory 

and diasporas ( óHybridity, Mestizaje, Creolisation, Lusotropicalism, Transculturation -  

Old Terms for  New Phenomena? ô, óBorders and Bordering ô, óQueer Diasporas ô and 

óCreolising Europeô) (Gutierrez Rodriguez and Littler) 

 Seminars held in conjunction with the Viking Identities Network  (Jesch, Carroll, 

Callow and Lee) on gender, memory, identity and 21 st  century Vikings, and the 

annual Midlands Viking Symposium for interested local people  

 A symposium on Dress and the African Diaspora  with theorists, curators, stylists, 

designers, historians, and  fashion industry specialists  covering  different diasporic 

locations: Kwala -Zulu Natal, Dakar, Saint Louis du Sénégal and Bamako, Republic of 

Niger, Antwerp, Paris, Germany, Switzerland, the Democratic Republic of Congo, 

Britain, United States, Jamaica, Trinidad, Bahia  (Tulloch).  

 

In the final eighteen m onths of the programme, it was large projects that held conferences 

and workshops , on subjects such as Rituals of Diaspora  (Chatterji and Alexander), 

Fashioning Diasporas  (Crang, Breward et al), Tate Encounters  (Dewdney, Walsh et al), 

Black Sea Cities  (Hum phrey and Navaro -Yashin ), Families, Gender and the Life Course  

(Gardner  and Mand ), Migrating Music: Media, Politics and Style  (Toynbee  and Bueck; 

Gillespie ), BBC Persian Service and the Iranian Revolution of 1979  (Sreberny  and Torfeh; 

Gillespie ),  Music and  Migration  (Meinhof and Kiwan), and Diasporic Encounters, Sacred 

Journeys  (Werbner and Johnson).  

More than fifty public performances and exhibitions were held in association with the 

programme , as well as those intended solely for academic audiences .  Performances were of 

many kinds, such as  concerts, installations  and exhibitions of art , literary readings  and 

reading groups , dramatic productions and film screenings , and were often accompanied by 

discussions or roundtables .  Highlights included ,  

 A concert of Afghan music, with Belqiss Younusi, Timur Shaidaie and Veronica 

Doubleday, London 2006 , and performances by John Baily and Veronica Doubleday 

at the final programme conference, Guildford 2009  

 A concert and roundtable discussion  on óMusic and Migrationô at the Turner Sims 

Concert Hall in Southampton with musicians from Madagascar, Morocco, Algeria, 

France and the UK  (Meinhof, Kiwan and Gibert)  
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 Golden , two solo art exhibitions by Susan Pui -San Lok, Chinese Arts Centre in 

Manchester and Beaconsfield,  London  

 A Sense of Belonging , an exhibition showcasing the work of emerging exiled artists, 

Bonington Gallery, Nottingham , in association with the  AHRC KT Fellowship  that 

followed OôNeillôs network award30  

 Reading groups , held in association with the British Councilôs Encompass  website , 

which enabled readers of Small Island  and Things Fall Apart  in India, London and 

Nigeria to communicate  (Procter et al)  

 A poetry reading by Shamshad Khan, as part of óWriting British Asian Citiesô event at 

Indus 5  Restaurant  in Manchester  and covered by satellite TV station, Channel M  

(McLoughlin et al)  

 A public lecture by the author, Amitav Ghosh, on óBelonging, Diaspora and 

Community, hosted by LSE and the Runnymede Trust, to accompany the launch of 

the Bangla Stories  website in association with óThe Bengal diasporaô (Chatterji and 

Alexander) 31  

 Asylum monologues , performed by Actors for Refugees, and performance workshops 

run by Attic Theatre for unaccompanied refugee young people  (Gilbert)  

 Performance of a dramatised dance version of The Adoption Papers , by Jackie Kay, 

Macrobert Theatre, Stirling  (Procter et al)  

 Film s creenings and Q &A sessions with directors: En Garde  (German y, 2004) Ayse 

Polat, and Last Resort  (UK, 2000) Pawel Pawlikowski  (Berghahn and Sternberg) .  

32  

Films, recordings and DVDs resulted from  some of these performances and the associated 

research.  With additional financial assistance from the programme, ethnomusicologist John 

Baily produced Scenes of Afghan Music: London, Kabul, Hamburg, Dublin . Ulrike Meinhofôs 

team produced TNMundi: Diaspor as as Social and Cultural Practice  charting the musical 

performances and other events associated with their project .  Desmond Bell, whose network 

on the early cinema of the Irish in America  made  available film clips never previously  seen, 

produced his  own documentary film, Children of the Dead End , on the life and work of the 

Irish migrant author, Patrick MacGill .   Two film s were also made by Claudia Liebelt as part 

of óThe Footsteps Projectô on Filipino migrants (Werbner), documenting the experience of 

ret urnee migrants , Cycles of Care ,  and  a pilgr image trip to Bethlehem, Pilgrimages for a 
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 See óA Sense of Belongingô online at The Guardian, 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/gallery/2009/jan/13/sense-of-belonging-exhibition (posted 13 January 2009). 
31

 For podcast, see http://www2.lse.ac.uk/publicEvents/events/2009_09-12/20091201t1830vSZT.aspx. 
32

 Baily and Doubleday, Diasporas, Migration and Identities conference, University of Surrey, June 2009; Meinhof 

and team, Music and Migration conference, 2010. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/gallery/2009/jan/13/sense-of-belonging-exhibition
http://www2.lse.ac.uk/publicEvents/events/2009_09-12/20091201t1830vSZT.aspx
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Cause . Two slide shows on Filipino celebrat ions (UK and Saudi Arabia), and two exhibitions 

of photographs (Saudi Arabia and Israel) were also produced  (Werbner, Pingol, Liebelt) .33  

An exhibition of posters publicising networks and large projects was produced for the 

programme and shown at various events including the final showcase.  In addition, a 

number of m ajor project exhibitions were produced which illustrated the visual and creative 

aspects of the research, and brought it to the attention of a wider public. In some cases, it 

was difficult to gauge audience numbers, but the estimates of award holders ranged from 

between  150 to more than 1,000.   

 Ferha m Families , featuring objects precious to local Pakistani families and their 

narratives, was held at the W alker Art Gallery in Rotherham in 2007  (Pahl )  

 Home and Away , on transnational childrenôs experience, was shown  at the V&A 

Museum of Childhood in 2009 (Gardner )  

 Moving Patterns , which exhibited  the work of the researcher -artist , Helen Scalway, 

was hosted by the Royal Geographical Society in 2009  (Crang )  

 Odessa ï Istanbul: Visions of the City  was exhibited in Cambridge, at Bosphorus 

University a nd at the  World Club in Odessa in 2009 (Humphrey )   

 Striking W omen , on South Asian womenôs labour protests, was shown first at the 

Womenôs Library in 2009 and reproduced online  in 2010  (Pearson ) .34   

35
 

 

3.4  Events and resources for children and young people  

 

In addition to the exhibition at the Museum of Childhood, other events and resources were 

targeted at children and young  people , either as part of the research process or as an 

outcome of the research.  They included,  

  

                                                 
33

 Werbner et al, http://www.ahrcfootsteps.com/media.html.  
34

 Artefacts and narratives of migration (Pahl, with Pollard and Rafiq), online exhibition of óFerham Familiesô, 

images can be seen at http://everyobjecttellsastory.org.uk/about_us/exhibition.pdf; Home and Away (Gardner and 

Mand); Fashioning diasporas (Crang, Breward et al), see account of exhibition at Scalway blog, 

http://www.vam.ac.uk/vastatic/microsites/1750_scalway/blog/; Black Sea Currents (Humphrey and Navaro-Yashin); 

Striking women (Subverting Stereotypes, Pearson, McDowell and Anitha), 

http://www.leeds.ac.uk/strikingwomen/grunwick/gallery.  
35

 Two exhibitions: Scalway, óMoving patternsô, Royal Geographical Society, May 2009; Gardner and Mand, 

óHome and Awayô, V&A Museum of Childhood, January-March 2009. 

http://www.ahrcfootsteps.com/media.html
http://everyobjecttellsastory.org.uk/about_us/exhibition.pdf
http://www.vam.ac.uk/vastatic/microsites/1750_scalway/blog/
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/strikingwomen/grunwick/gallery
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 Art and creative writing workshops, wit h community artist, Amanda Benson and the 

urban graffiti artist, Mohammed Ali. Childrenôs art work and two books of childrenôs 

stories were produced  (Gardner et al ) .36  

 

37  

 

 Resources for children and teachers, Every Object Tells a Story , family learning 

through objects in the home and museum, produced by a small project team in 

association with MLA Yorkshire  (300 learning packs distributed, then placed online)  

(Pahl et al) .38  

 A poetry competition, Whose Scotland?,  for children and young people, held in 

Scotland, which attracted over three hundred entries, with the winnerôs poem 

published on the AHRC and Whose Scotland?  Websites  (Procter et al) .39   

 A new website , Bangla Stories  (Chatterji and Alexander) , launched at the 

Runnymede Trust  with a lecture by Amitav Ghosh and then at the House of Lords in 

2010 , which  present ed narratives  from two projects on Bengali migration and 

transnational childrenôs experience, and included resources for teachers (Chatterji, 

Gardner et al) .40    

 One networkôs contribution to a new display on Viking genetics and ancestry at the 

Jorvik Viking Centre in York in 2006, with the principal investigator (Jesch) giving the 

keynote address at their annual Viking Festival. 41  

 Three short stories by the childrenôs author, Caroline Lawrence, and archaeological 

reconstructions  by Aaron Watson ( both on show in the Yorkshire Museum), informed 

by research on diasporic communities in Roman Britain  (Eckardt et al) .42  

                                                 
36

 For examples of childrenôs work, http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/sussex/7898256.stm (Gardner, Mand and 

Zeitlyn).  
37

 Ibid; Pahl, Artefacts and narratives of migration (Pahl, Pollard and Rafiq), 

http://www.everyobjecttellsastory.org.uk/index.html 
38

 Ibid.  
39

 Devolving diasporas/whose Scotland (Procter, Benwell, Robinson and Kay), 

http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/News/Latest/Pages/whosescotland.aspx, http://culturelab.ncl.ac.uk/whosescotland/.  
40

 Bangla Stories, http://www.banglastories.org/ (óThe Bengal Diasporaô, Chatterji and Alexander, with 

contributions from óHome and Awayô, Gardner and Mand).  Funding to develop the website was obtained by 

Alexander (a HEIF4 grant from LSE). 
41

 Viki ng Identities (Jesch, Carroll, Callow and Lee), http://vin.nottingham.ac.uk/english/csva/outreach/, 

http://www.jorvik-viking-centre.co.uk/about-jorvik/21-/.  
42

 A Long Way from Home (Eckardt, Lewis and Müldner), 

http://www.reading.ac.uk/archaeology/research/Projects/arch-Diaspora.aspx; Caroline Lawrence blog about her 

stories, http://flavias.blogspot.com/2010/03/ivory-bangle-lady-my-story.html; Yorkshire Museum, Romans in York, 

http://www.yorkshiremuseum.org.uk/Page/ViewSpecialExhibition.aspx?CollectionId=27.  

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/sussex/7898256.stm
http://www.everyobjecttellsastory.org.uk/index.html
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/News/Latest/Pages/whosescotland.aspx
http://culturelab.ncl.ac.uk/whosescotland/
http://www.banglastories.org/
http://vin.nottingham.ac.uk/english/csva/outreach/
http://www.jorvik-viking-centre.co.uk/about-jorvik/21-/
http://www.reading.ac.uk/archaeology/research/Projects/arch-Diaspora.aspx
http://flavias.blogspot.com/2010/03/ivory-bangle-lady-my-story.html
http://www.yorkshiremuseum.org.uk/Page/ViewSpecialExhibition.aspx?CollectionId=27
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43  

 

3.5  External  partnerships  and engagement; policy interventions  

A key objective of the programme from the outset was t o facilitate connection, 

communication and exchange between researchers and individuals and organisations with 

an interest in diasporas, migration and identities , including those in the cultural sector, 

media, government, public and voluntary bodies, and , where possible and appropriate,  to 

contribute to the development of public policy .  It was very satisfying, then, when the 

decision was made (on resear ch grounds) to commission several large projects based on 

strategic partnerships between university academics and external b odies.  Two of these 

involved Independent Research Organisations  recently  recognised by AHRC, Tate Britain 

(Dewdney et al) and the V &A (Crang et al); the third, a research engagement with the BBC 

World Service (Gillespie et al). 44   

As the programme proceeded, however, other partnerships developed.  Network award 

holders, for example, worked with key partners such as the film company, Scenario Films  

(Berghahn), the independent oral historian, Irna Qureshi (McLoughlin et al), Arts Council 

East Midlands (OôNeill), and the Motion Picture Division of the Library of Congress (Bell). A 

major highlight, however, was Pahlôs small project , Artefac ts and Narratives of Migration  

which brought in matched funding from  óCreative Partnerships ô, and engaged with a 

museum  and gallery , local families, a school, a Sure Start centre, a visual artist , MLA 

Yorkshire and NIACE .  

In terms of policy interventions several are especially worthy of mention.  

 At programme level, the director spoke at two parliamentary briefings organised by 

AHRC and at security research briefings at the Home Office and to the press.  With 

colleagues, she undertook a review for the Home  Office of arts and humanities 

research on or related to terrorism.  

 Evidence was submitted  in March 2007  on óPalestinian refugees in Lebanonô to the 

Foreign Affairs Committee at  the House of Commons as part of their enquiry into 

óGlobal security: the Middle  Eastô (Holt).45  

                                                 
43

 Ibid. 
44

 More details of these three partnerships can be found on the following websites: Tate Encounters, 

http://www.tate.org.uk/research/tateresearch/majorprojects/tate-encounters/; Fashioning Diaspora Space, 

http://www.vam.ac.uk/collections/paintings/moving_patterns/index.html; Tuning In, 

http://www.open.ac.uk/socialsciences/diasporas/. They will be featured in podcast interviews on the Diasporas 

website in 2011, www.diasporas.ac.uk.  
45

 Global Security: The Middle East, Eighth Report of Session, 2006-07, 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmselect/cmfaff/363/363.pdf.  

http://www.tate.org.uk/research/tateresearch/majorprojects/tate-encounters/
http://www.vam.ac.uk/collections/paintings/moving_patterns/index.html
http://www.open.ac.uk/socialsciences/diasporas/
http://www.diasporas.ac.uk/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmselect/cmfaff/363/363.pdf
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 A policy forum on diasporas and migration policy issues and the role of academic 

research was held at the final programme showcase  in February 2010 . 

 A policy workshop, on asylum procedures in the UK and France, was held with 

asylum la wyers, judges and NGOs in association with a project on the conversion of 

asylum applicantsô narratives into legal discourse (Good and Gibb) .   

 As part of Black History Month in November 2008, the óTate Encountersô team 

(Dewdney) gave a presentation on the ir research at the Department of Culture, 

Media and Sport (DCMS) to an audience of over fifty from DCMS, MLA, the heritage 

and museums and galleries sectors, and various voluntary bodies and arts 

organizations.  

 A workshop was held on óNew research on Chinese migrationô (Sales et al), with 

speakers from London Chinese Community Centre, Chinese Immigration Concern 

Committee, Chinese National Healthy Living Association and Migrantsô Rights Watch. 

 A public policy fellowship at Bush House is in development  arisi ng from Tuning In  

research with the BBC World Service (Gillespie).  

3.6  Media coverage  

Research conducted within the programme and its wider cultural and social impact resulted 

in well over 100 articles and reports in newspapers, magazines and on radio and television.  

Significant media highlights  of the research of award holders  included ,  

 AHRC and Times Higher Education  (THE)  media coverage  of  óTate Encountersô, 

shortlisted for THEôs óResearch Project of the Yearô award in 2008.46   The team did 

not win, but they achieved a significant distinction in a competition rarely featuring 

arts and humanities research.  

 A segment in BBC1ôs The One Show  and extensive newspaper coverage on Roman 

diasporas (Eckardt et al, 2009) 47   

 An article on óMapping Digital Diasporasô, in BBC World Service World Agenda , 2008 

(Andersson, Gillespie) 48  

 An interactive interview and presentation of the project and wider questions on 

Greek diasporas during Eugene Pappasôs Saturday programme, Matters of 

Conscience , on  Cosmos FM  which resulted in  callers from all around the US  and 

Canada express ing an  interest in the project and requesting further  information  

(Christou and King)  

 Twenty - five interviews in various international media outlets on the Iranian diaspora, 

the  BBC Persian Service and the anniversary of the Iranian revolution (Sreberny and 

Torfeh, Gillespie) 49   

 A Guardian  article and timeline of óSouth Asians making Britain 1858-1950ô reporting 

on research conducted by one of the programmeôs affiliated projects (Nasta, 2010) 50  

                                                 
46

 AHRC press release, http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/News/Latest/Pages/TateEncounters.aspx, óTate Encounters: new 

perspectives on art and identityô, Podium 14, 2010, pp. 10-11, 

http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/About/Publications/Documents/Podium14.pdf. The project was also mentioned in THEôs own 

coverage of the awards. 
47

 Roman diasporas (hear the podcast interview with Hella Eckardt on Africans in Roman York), 

http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/News/Podcasts/Pages/africansromanyork.aspx.  
48

  Matilda Andersson, óMapping digital diasporasô, World Agenda, 2008, 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/specials/1641_wagus08/page5.shtml.  
49

 For example, Sreberny on http://www.viddler.com/explore/frontlineclub/videos/304/.  

http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/News/Latest/Pages/TateEncounters.aspx
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/About/Publications/Documents/Podium14.pdf
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/News/Podcasts/Pages/africansromanyork.aspx
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/specials/1641_wagus08/page5.shtml
http://www.viddler.com/explore/frontlineclub/videos/304/
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 An article in The Guardian  on how Asian women made trade union history (Pearson 

et al, 2009) .51  

 

52  

 Regular contributions to óGeneration 2012ô, BBC World Service current affairs 

updates on diasporic young peopleôs perspectives on the London Olympics 2012  

(Webb and Gillespie) , and other reports on óSports across Diasporasô (Woodward).53  

Many of these highlights are discussed in more detail in Part II.  

 

  

                                                                                                                                                             
50

 Sheila Pulham, Lisa Villani, Florian Stadtler and Rozina Visram, 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/interactive/2011/sep/10/south-asians-making-britain, in association with Nasta, 

http://www.open.ac.uk/Arts/south-asians-making-britain/.    
51

 Sarfraz Manzoor, óHow Asian women made trade union history and shattered stereotypesô, The Guardian, 20 

January 2009, http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/jan/20/asian-women-trade-union-grunwick. 
52

 Marie Gillespie, óTuning Inô presentation, Diasporas, Migration and Identities showcase event, 

http://www.diasporas.ac.uk/assets/Tate%20Gillespie.pdf.  
53

 For example, óGeneration 2012ô, http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p006rptv.  

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/interactive/2011/sep/10/south-asians-making-britain
http://www.open.ac.uk/Arts/south-asians-making-britain/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/jan/20/asian-women-trade-union-grunwick
http://www.diasporas.ac.uk/assets/Tate%20Gillespie.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p006rptv


 29 

PART II: Programme Achievements  

 

4.  MEETING PROGRAMME OBJECTIVES  

The objectives and additional success criteria of the programme were set out in section 1.1 .  

The extent to which they have been met will be discussed , with examples,  in the following  

section s in relation to research development  (4.1) , building capacity  (4.2) , public awareness  

(4.3) , engagement and exchange with non -academic stakeholders  (4.4) , and research 

impact  (4.5) .  

4.1  Research development  

The focus in this section will be on academic developments and benefits arising from the 

programme.  As is als o the case in large part for  developments and benefits beyond the 

academy, it is important to emphasize the óunfinishedô nature of the programme and its 

impact on the field of diasporas, migration and identities research.  Many publications 

associated with  the projects, particularly the large grants, are forthcoming or in press and 

have yet to make their mark.  Even where articles and books have been published, they 

have yet to be digested by scholars in this dynamic  interdisciplinary arena.  Furthermore, 

the work to read and assess them and to engage them in a coherent analysis has yet to be 

done. 54  What follows, then, is necessarily provisional.  

In respect of the first three objectives and the enhancement of knowledge and 

understanding of diasporas, migrati on and identities, t he contribution to the programmeôs 

resear ch themes will be considered.  A discussion of t he impact and quality of the research, 

particularly in respect of innovation/originality, interdisciplinarity and international outreach 

will follo w.  

4.1.1  Programme themes : Advancing knowledge and understanding  

The themes, as laid out in the original programme specificati on, were listed earlier, in 

section 1.2 .  An analysis of the information provided by successful large grant and 

network/workshop applicants shows that, whilst all six broad themes were addressed, more 

attention was paid to some than others, with óLanguages and linguistic change ô, and óBeliefs, 

values and laws ô the least popular  (Fig. 4 .1  below ). 55   Taking all 49 projects into account 

(20 small  grants , 14 networks and workshops and 15 large grants ), only 7 contributed to 

each of these two themes, with significantly higher numbers for the others ( and large grants 

and networks often addressing more than one theme):  

 Migration, settlement and diaspora: modes , stages and forms  21  

 Representation, performance and discourse    32  

 Subjectivity, emotion and identity      23  

 Objects, practices and places      18  

                                                 
54

 The director will undertake this task during her Programme Director Impact Fellowship, October 2010-Sept 2011. 
55

 The theme óBeliefs, values and lawsô has since been reflected in the programme specification for AHRC/ESRC 

óReligion and Societyô where a number of projects relevant to Diasporas, Migration and Identities have been funded. 
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The themes favoured by s mall grant award holders were óRepresentation, pe rformance and 

discourseô, and óSubjectivity, emotion and identityô, with most network and award holders 

also focusing on the former.  Large grant award holders were more evenly spread across 

these four themes ( often  focusing  on more than one), and contributed more than other  

award holders to research on óMigration, settlement and diasporaô.  Relatively few 

researchers investigated  objects of migration and diaspora, with practices and places 

attracting more attention.  

 

 

 

Once  the commissioning process was complete, subject areas addressed by award holders 

were analysed in more detail according to key topics in diaspora and migration studies, and 

methodological and disciplinary categories .  A b reakdown can be found in Annex C .  

(a)  Migration, settlement and diaspora : modes, stages and forms  

This  theme invited researchers to examine issues of stru cture, history and movement.  In 

the Programme Specification  it was  noted that t he modes and stages of migration and 

settlement had  already received scholarly attention , especially from social scientists,  but i t 

asked what role culture play s in inf orming our understanding of these modes and stages, 

and w hat difference is made  to our theorising about the m  if culture is brought to the fo re 

rather t han social groups and processes.   Have the modes and stages of migration and 

settlement been su bject to historical change, and d oes a  comparative approach show them 

to be contextually dynamic or do they reproduce themselves in similar ways in different 

locations?  What effects have major social -cultural, political or technological developments 

Migration, 
settlement: 

modes, stages 
and forms 

22%

Representation, 
performance 
and discourse 

21%

Languages and 
linguistic change 

7%

Subjectivity, 
emotion and 

identity 
22%

Objects, 
practices and 

places 
19%

Beliefs, 
values 

and laws 
9%

Fig. 4.1 Interdisciplinary research themes: 
networks, workshops and large projects
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had upon migration, and how have migrant and  diasporic consciousness, imagination and 

identity been shaped by them?   It also asked about the nature of diasporas, their 

representation, relationship to migration and also to the nation state. 56  

Historical studies of migration and diasporas  were well represented within this theme . 

(Objective 2 )   Work on the first millennium investigated  Romans in Britain (Eckardt et al) 

and Viking identities (Jesch et al), with researchers in both teams noting that the focus on  

ódiasporaô brought  new ideas and approaches into the study of earlier periods , with 

particular impact on our understanding of the translation of cultures, and the significance of 

regional and gender identities  in those migrations .  In the case of the former, popular 

percept ions of Romans as óItaliansô were challenged, with a range of scientific techniques 

being used to identify possible migrants in the burial record of Roman  Britain.  Evidence of  

diasporic  communities was analysed through an innovative combination of materia l culture, 

skeletal and isotope research . Osteological/forensic methods were used to assess ancestry 

based on skeletal traits, and isotope analysis was used to assess geographic origins (oxygen 

& strontium) and diet (carbon & nitrogen).  Results showed tha t up t o 30% of individuals 

sampled could  be classed as non - local, with a smaller proportion coming from outside the 

UK; they included  women and  children . There were  also examples of  grave goods  that may 

relate to an individual's origin.  While possible imm igrants and locals in many cases 

consumed similar foods, this work identified cases where migrants could  be identified 

through the consumption or rejection of certain foods. 57  (Objective 2 )  

The programme  also  funded a series of interdisciplinary workshops on migration in the first 

millennium (Heather) which br ought  together a range of experts , including those above,  to 

identify and debate new approaches for unsettling  the impass e over migration in this period.  

They  included  archaeologists, historians, DNA specialists, scholars of language and 

linguistics and social scientists .58  (Objective 1 )  

The theme  of  óMigration, settlement and diasporaô also attracted researchers working on 

contemporary population movements, both forced and voluntary.  A number of large 

projects contributed to this, including a team researching  experiences of South Asian 

transnational  children  (Gardner) , a team working on diaspora as social and cultural practice 

among transnational musicians (Meinhof), and another on the return -migration of Greeks 

and Greek Cypriots from the US, Germany and the UK (King).  As well as collecting 

narrati ves, artistic representations and interview material, and developing methodological 

tools and resources , these research teams offered new conceptual insights, for example, 

challenging the boundary between childrenôs conceptions of óhomeô and óawayô, developing a 

network and hub model of the movements of diasporic musicians and utilising it in 

comparative context, and developing a migration chronotope of 'counter -diaspora' to 

achieve new understandings of the ways that key cultural -geographic concepts such a s 

'home', 'belonging' and 'identities' operate in different spatial settings . ( Objectives 2, 3 )  

  

                                                 
56

 Knott, Programme Specification, pp. 11-12. 
57

 Summaries of findings and achievements for all projects discussed here can be found at 

http://www.diasporas.ac.uk/research%20findings%20SG.htm. 
58

 Other projects featuring historical research are discussed in section 4.1.2, óDevelopment of the research fieldô. 

http://www.diasporas.ac.uk/research%20findings%20SG.htm
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(b)  Representation, performance and discourse  

Moving now to  the second and  most popular theme, it soon becomes apparent that, in 

innovative research on diasporas, migration and identities, it is impossible and often 

counter -productive to separate the subject of research from the practice of research. 59   In 

the initial Programme S pecification , a range of potential  issues  and questions  was  offered:   

Representations and performances of exile, uprooting, migration, asylum, 

settlement in a new place, and looking back or forward as a migrant or refugee 

can challenge widely held ideas ab out the nature and boundaries of time, space, 

nation, identity, the self, and human relations.  What are the issues associated  

with representing or performing these human processes, and are there new and 

alternative models, concepts and methods with potent ial for doing this?  

Diasporas and migration, and the people, communities and processes associated 

with them, commonly provide source material for performance and 

representation.  Have certain types and genres of performance and 

representation been favoured , e.g. those that draw on folk traditions or images 

of the past, and if so why?  What forms have been overlooked, and could these 

offer new ways of seeing and engaging with these issues?  

People and things that migrate themselves become representations of t he 

process of migration and the meaning of diaspora.  How are these processes and 

meanings embodied in people and things? How do migrants and settlers respond 

to being part of a discourse not of their own making?  Why do some migrant and 

diasporic identiti es get represented more than others in literature and the 

media?  Are there tools, resources, practices and knowledge within the arts and 

humanities that may challenge and change contemporary public discourse and 

opinion about immigration and asylum seeker s?  What are these and how can 

they be brought to bear on policy, debate, and media representation? 60  

Award holders chose to address these issues in a variety of ways and with reference to 

many different diasporic groups and movements.  Representation cannot, of course, be 

separated from discourse and performance.  People perform their identities, for example, in 

a variety of informal and formal ways.  These performances are representations.  Demotic 

as well as dominant discourses may app ear in literary or media representations, and such 

discourses may themselves constitute performances.  Nevertheless, it is useful to separate 

them here  in order to reflect the full range of topics and treatments .  

A cluster of projects focused on the first aspect  in relation to the UKôs South Asian 

communities , and discussed ways in which they have not only been represented and 

culturally reproduced but have themselves intervened in such processes.  How the media 

and political and union protagonists represen ted Asian womenôs participation in the labour 

disputes at Grunwick and Gate Gourmet was the subject of research by Pearson, McDowell 

and Anitha .  Their articles, papers and exhibition have overturned any lingering perceptions 

                                                 
59

 This is an issue that will be examined in more detail during the directorôs impact fellowship and proposed book, 

Researching Diasporas. 
60

 Knott, Programme Specification, pp. 12-13. 
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of the women as meek ósari-cladô victims, and repositioned them in relation to labour 

history, trades union relations and class and ethnic politics. 61  (Objectives 2, 3 )  

In the network on writing British Asian c ities  ï in conjunction with local ówritersô in Bradford, 

Manchester, Leicester, Birmingham and Londonôs East End ï researchers  (McLoughlin and 

network ) discuss ed the real and imagined distinctiveness of particular  neighbourhoods, 

cities and regions as well as t heir multi - local  and trans - local  linkages. They address ed the 

question of city images in terms of such things as business, tourism and multiculturalism, as 

well key temporal narratives and sp atial configurations.  They interrogated selected ótextsô 

(broadly defined)  and the way they ówrite ô and represent the Asian, British -Asian or related 

formations (e.g.  British -Muslim) .62  (Objectives  1,  2, 3 )  

One particular local Asian community, in Rotherham, was the focus of  Pahlôs small-scale but 

big impact study of Pakistani artefacts and narratives of migration  (see 4.5) .  The title of 

the learning resources developed from her research reiterates the importance of the theme 

of representation: óEvery object tells a story.ô  Pahlôs research sought to capture such stories 

through the identification, and later display, of precious objects.  Her publications not only 

analyse the importance of objects and narratives of memory, but discuss the participatory 

process she and her col leagues used. 63  (Objectives 2, 4 )  

Researchers focusing on óDevolving Diasporas: m igration and reception in Central Sc otlandô 

(Procter, Benwell, Robinson and Kay) , though not restricted to the representation of British 

Asians, have shared some common issues and methods with others discussed here, through 

a focus on representation, locality and region , and an engaged participatory approach to 

research .  Working with libraries and book groups, the y were interested in how readers in 

different places respond to c ontemporary narratives of movement, migration and diaspora.  

The book groups read classic contemporary novels on these themes, such as White Teeth , 

Small Island , Brick Lane , and Things Fall Apart .  Analysing óthe devolution of a diasporic 

literary canonô like this, and the way it enters deep into the popular imagination, cannot be 

fully achieved without the participation of readers in far flung places.  Reading groups were 

recorded in Scotland, England, Canada, Africa, India and the Caribbean.  With the hel p of 

the British Council, they were also linked up so that they could participate in online chat 

about the texts.   The team asked, óWhat sense do lay readers make of the novels and their 

themes of diaspora, migration, memory and identity? ô  óHow do they re late them to their 

own experiences (whether or not they are migrants themselves)? ô64  (Objectives 2, 4 )  

 

65  
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 Pearson, end-of-award report, p. 3. 
62

 McLoughlin, end-of-award report.  See also óA Tale of Five Citiesô, The Reporter, 554, 2009, 

http://reporter.leeds.ac.uk/544/s10.htm.  
63

 For Pahlôs publications, see http://www.diasporas.ac.uk/publications%20small%20grant.htm#Artefacts.  
64

 Procter, http://www.devolvingdiasporas.com/, and end-of-year reports for 2008 and 2009. 
65

 Procter, http://www.devolvingdiasporas.com/.  

http://reporter.leeds.ac.uk/544/s10.htm
http://www.diasporas.ac.uk/publications%20small%20grant.htm#Artefacts
http://www.devolvingdiasporas.com/
http://www.devolvingdiasporas.com/
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Performance  as an arena for the expression of diasporic identities and the tensions arising 

from migration and asylum was the focus of several projects  (including Procter) , with m usic 

and musicians the subject matter of Jankowskyôs research on sub-Saharan music and s pirit 

possession, Richardsô on German Lutheran music in Australia, Bailyôs on Afghan music in 

diaspora, and Meinhof and team ôs study of transnational musicians ô netw orks between Africa 

and Europe.  Dramatic performance was addressed  in the small projects o f Osborne on 

Black British drama and Carruthers on Jewish purimspiel .  Gilbertôs network, óPerformance 

and Asylumô, through symposia, workshops and other events, investigated the ways in 

which theatre and performance were used to represent, document and ac tively shape 

experiences of forced migration and cultural displacement.  Two performance issues were 

foregrounded: ethics ï particularly in relation to witnessing and trauma ï and advocacy. 66  

(Objective 2 )   

In addition to representation and performance, the theme of discourse was addressed, 

though to a lesser extent than the other s.  I n their large project, Good and Gibb  used 

ethnographic methods to investigate issues of linguistic and cultural translation arising in 

contexts of migration and asylum  in th e UK and France. They  threw new light on problems 

of legal representation and discourse in relation to asylum applicants and refugees, thus 

contributing to a better understanding of the relationship between legal and ordinary 

language conventions, and of p rocesses of legal change more generally. 67  (Objectives 2, 3, 

4)  Gillespie and team, in their multi - layered research on the BBC World Service as a 

diasporic contact zone, considered how ódiasporas may be created and mobil ised by agents 

and institutions ï like  the BBCWS ï for  the purposes of diplomacy and/or development ô, 

with  the lines between the two becoming  increasingly blurred. 68  Discourses of foreign policy 

diplomacy were seen to be  increasingly tied to discourses of development.  The  research 

uncovered  historical and contemporary examples of the routine operations of power, and 

showed  how transformations in Britainôs role in the world are mediated by the BBCWS. 

(Objectives 2, 4 )  

(c)  Languages and linguistic change  

Both these projects ï Good and Gillespie ï also  addressed issues of relevance to this theme, 

including  translation and cultural negotiation, and politics, identity and  the foreign language 

services of the BBC World Service .  Although a less popular theme, it was nevertheless the 

focus of two small projects (Rajah -Carrim, Zhu) and one network (Hunter et al), and was 

one of several issues addressed in a doctoral thesis (Zeitlyn).   

Many questions were posed in the initial Programme Specification , but not all  of these were 

addressed. 69   Rajah -Carrim  too k up questions about the relationship between language, 

diasporas and national identity, and the role of electronic communication in language 

change.  She  considered the formation of national identity through the interaction between 

language and technology , focusing on Mauritian Creole (MC) and its use in computer -

mediated communication ï emails, chats and texts ï among young people from different 

diasporic groups . In her research, she noted the potential of new technologies in promoting 
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MC as a written lan guage and in building links among people of diverse origins. 70   Hua Zhu 

focused instead on intergenerational language practices and code -switching.  In her 

research on Chinese communities in London, Newcastle and Manchester , she looked at 

family values, intercultural communication and conflict resolution, and developed a 

framework for comparative research in other ethnic or diasporic settings .71   (Objective 2 )  

 

Welsh was the subject of Hunterôs network which addressed the relationship of language, 

religion and print cultures in North and South America in the 19 th  and 20 th  centuries.   It 

examined the ways in which immigrants and their descendents employed a variety of 

linguistic, cultural and religious resources as part of the process of constructing and 

negotiating identity in the diaspora, and compared Welsh -English with Welsh -Spanish 

experiences of the Americas. 72  (Objectives 2, 6 )  

 

Zeitlynôs doctoral work on British Bangladeshi children, óGrowing up glocal in London and 

Sylhe tô, looked at childrenôs language practices and attitudes and considered language 

vitality in the context of other aspects of socialization  (Gardner) .  He noted that Arabic and 

English were reified and that they increasingly encroached on the familial terr ain of Bangla 

and Sylheti (which were not formally differentiated by the children ).  The  different 

languages were associated with different spaces and relationships. 73  (Objective 2 )  

(d)  Subjectivity, emotion and identity  

A wide - ranging  study of diasporas and the settlement of migrant communities  should  

include  a consideration of the  emotional and affective attachment that people have to 

places, practices and things.  It also provides the opportunity to explore the relationship 

between óimaginedô and órealô pasts or places (notwithstanding the difficulty of defining and 

differentiating these  from one another ).   Migrant and diasporic consciousness is influenced 

by both the sending and receiving society and culture , as well as the experien ce of the 

group itself.  In the Programme Specification we asked,  

To what extent has such consciousness, and its associated emotions and affects, 

been the result of migration events and settlement processes?  Is there a 

necessary link?  What role has been  played by traditions of memory and identity 

and by subsequent social, cultural and political developments óhereô and óthereô?  

Are different modes of migration productive of different approaches to memory?  

Are óerasure ô and óforgetting ô important strategies, and what does a deafening 

silence tell us about migrant experience?  Memories are interesting too in 

bringing together different historical and cultural spaces.  How can oral history, 

literature and performance open up and engage suc h spaces?   

How is culture used by those seeking to challenge an imposed identity (whether 

imposed by outsiders or powerful insiders)?  Why do groups choose to identify 

themselves in certain ways at certain times and places? 74    
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We also raised issues of gen der and generation in the formation and maintenance of 

diasporic communities, and of  religion, nationality, ethnicity and/or language and their role 

for  subje ctivity and collective identity.    

With óidentitiesô flagged in the programme title, it wa s not su rprising that many projects 

gave implicit  attention to this concept and its empirical expressions.  Several addressed the 

concept explicitly in their aims and methods , however , including Jesch and Holt (below), 

Carruthers, Petley, Polezzi, Dewdney and King .  There was perhaps some inevitable blurring 

of the boundaries between related concepts ï identity , subjectivity, memory , belonging , 

emotion , affect, and even place and mobility  ï in research related to this theme .  The 

moving opening quotation from one working paper (King and Christou) illustrates why 

researchers faced difficulties in trying to disentangle them . 

 

Feeling Greek is to feel emotionally and physically connected to the land. My 

home is my homeland. Once I got  here for good I felt immediately united with 

the land, at one with the soilé It was a mythic returné I went to the cemetery 

and touched the earth near my grandfatherôs grave. As it ran though my fingers 

I felt it run through my veinsé No more a stranger in a strange land, this is 

where I belong (journal entry, second -generation Greek -American returnee ) .75   

King and Christou ôs dialogical research process  led them to see  the second generationôs 

óreturnô and its narration as óperformative acts during which the migrant, through the story 

of the self, is (re)located in the story of the familial, the ancestral, the national and 

ultimately within the transnational diasporaô.76  Among other subjects , together with th eir 

doctoral researcher ( Teerling) , they research ed the  discourses and memories of childhood 

visits .  Whilst glowing in their recollection of familial warmth and freedom, such accounts 

need ed to be situated in the dynamics of migrant social and cultural reproduction, the 

óossificationô of diasporic communities and the ir  values, and their relationship with 

modernizing homelands .  The research exposed to researchers and returners alike the 

disjuncture between real and imaginary or metaphorical journeys. 77  (Objectives 2, 3 )  

  78  

In their network, Jesch et al  sought to consolidate and develop research on gender, 

ethnicity, religion and language in Viking identities , to challenge the perception that Viking 

studies is all about archaeology, and to consider what contribution historical research on 
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